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Problems in Contracts. By Henry Winthrop Ballantine. Pub- 
lished by the Lawyers Cooperative Publishing Co., Rochester. 
I9IS- PP- 3% 

As the name indicates, this is a book of problems in the law of 
contract. They are topically arranged and are stated without 
making any suggestion as to answer or solution. There are in 
all more than 650 such problems. Of these, about 240 are 
taken from the examination papers of leading law schools, the 
majority being from Harvard. Of the remaining problems, 
very many are derived from leading cases found in the 
case-books. 

After the statement of each problem, there are printed 
references to cases and to treatises from which presumably a 
solution may be obtained. Williston's Cases on Contracts have 
been used freely, more than 275 of them being cited. The total 
number of cases cited is about 1,000. 

The author expresses the hope that his work will "stimulate, 
a more searching and critical habit of reading cases," that it 
will induce a greater use of the library, "and, above all, that 
it will train the student in the practical application of legal prin- 
ciples and precedents, and will develop his powers of reasoning 
and arguing independently, — the great aim of legal education." 
There can be little doubt that the work is well adapted to 
serve its purpose. In one respect only does it seem to discourage 
independence. Frequently it requires great ability and original- 
ity to discover the issues involved in a set of facts and to 
state the problem in clear and definite form after it is discov- 
ered. The author of this book shows such ability, but also he 
relieves the student of the necessity of showing it. Of course, 
the same may be said of all the cases contained in the case-books 
when they were decided by able and well-trained judges. 

The foregoing is, however, not a serious criticism. Beginning 
students in the law, even though mature and well-prepared, have 
no great original power of stating or of solving problems. They 
nearly always regard the printed "case" as both statement and 
solution and as leaving no problem whatever to the student 
except that of understanding. It is therefore very helpful to 
them to present legal problems in the form of problems. Every 
good teacher does it continually in his classroom, but it is not 
every good student who takes these problems home with him 
for original solution. A book like the present one enables him 
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to do this, and forms a useful supplement to the class work, 
whether that work is based upon a case-book or a treatise. Law 
students should buy a copy of this book and thumb it to pieces. 

A. L. C. 



A Selection of Cases under the Interstate Commerce Act. Edited 
by Felix Frankfurter. Published by the Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge. 1915. pp. 706. 

Hitherto, there has been no satisfactory case-book on the 
Interstate Commerce Act for use in the schools. Such treat- 
ment as could be found was very meagre, consisting of a few 
cases among a large number on the more general subject of 
Carriers. The book in hand separates this portion of the sub- 
ject from the general law of Carriers, which has by now been 
fully covered by case-books containing the leading decisions. 
That portion of the law covered by the act is of recent growth, 
and is being steadily developed, not only by judicial decision, 
but by amendment to the original act. The importance of the 
subject well merits the devotion of a separate case-book for 
its adequate treatment. The book in hand offers a carefully 
selected collection of authoritative cases upon the act under 
the topics of "Scope of Commerce Regulated by the Act," 
"Duties of 'Carriers' under the Act," "Functions of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission in the Enforcement of the Act" 
and "Function of Courts in the Enforcement of the Act." It 
constitutes an admirable basis for the study of the Interstate 
Commerce Act as it stood at the time the book was published, 
January, 1915, and with the aid "of additional citations to cases 
covering the most recent interpretation of the act and latest 
amendments of the act is the best case-book for teaching this 
subject in the law schools. It is to be regretted that such a book 
must require frequent revision to keep pace with the growth 
of this branch of law, but in the study of a new branch of law, 
springing from and constantly changed by statutory enactment, 
such is the necessary invariable result, and will continue until the 
theory upon which the law is based has reached its approximately 

complete development. 

W. W. G. 



